
Heritage University is a non-profit, independent, regionally accredited institution of higher education 
offering undergraduate and graduate education across the state of Washington. 

  
3240 Fort Road, Toppenish, WA 98948 

(509) 865-8500 
 
 
Date:  July 15, 2010 
 
Contact: Bonnie Hughes, Communications Officer, 509-865-8588 or hughes_b@heritage.edu  
 

 
For Immediate Release 

 
 

Heritage Graduate Programs Go Online 
 

 
 

Yakima, Washington—A 2.4 million dollar grant from the U.S. Department of Education will allow 
Heritage University to expand its online academic offerings.  Beginning fall semester, students in selected 
programs may complete their graduate studies without entering a classroom. 
 
Classes for a new online Master of Education in Professional Studies in Teaching and Learning with 
Professional Certification (ProCert) begin on August 13, 2010.  Scholarships are available for students 
who reside in a geographically isolated area, have limited economic resources, and/or are of Hispanic 
heritage to pursue post-baccalaureate studies. 
 
The new program joins existing online Bachelor and Master of Arts degree programs in English. 
 
“Heritage University is all about providing access to quality higher education regardless of where a 
student lives or works,” said Dr. Cathy Hardison, associate dean of the College of Education and 
Psychology.  “The online option will allow us to provide our existing high quality graduate programs to a 
wider audience.” 
 
Hardison stresses that the online graduate program options are in addition to the existing face to face 
models offered by the university and will emphasize a culturally responsive online approach.  Online 
options for the Early Childhood Studies and the Master in Teaching programs are being developed for the 
future.  
  
Prospective graduate students interested in either the online or traditional programs are encouraged to call 
(509) 865-8508 for more information. 
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