Wynn spring 2014
Museum Studies Certificate (20 Credits)

cultural stewardship, sovereignty, and indigenous intellectual property protection
All courses in the certificate are transferable to the Native American and Indigenous Studies A.A. or B.A.
Degree Programs.
Because the student will encounter multiple and diverse “writing opportunities” ranging from brief
exhibit descriptors to professional memos and letters to group research reports, pre-entry requirements
for the program are a 100 level English Composition course and a Technical Writing course.
As the outcomes indicate, students will be trained in critical areas of “museum management” honing
entry level transferable skills welcome in any museum environment and/or applicable to special
projects in cultural center environments.
Primary Text: Sleeper-Smith, S. (2009) Contesting Knowledge: Museums and Indigenous Perspectives.
Required Courses:
NAIS 1XX Introduction to Museum Studies (4 credits)
Hybrid Course Delivery
An introduction to the diverse field of cultural heritage preservation, including types of institutions,
formats of objects, contexts, methods of procurement and preservation, definitions of culture, and
the concept of place. The role of confidentiality, public access and intellectual property protection
will be a key course component. Emphasis will also be placed on the role of digital applications and
methodologies in the preservation of culture. There will be in-class projects, a group research report
and community presentation.
NAIS 1XX Cultural Museum Internship (4 Credits)
A Yakama Cultural Museum internship will be available as well as regional and national internship
opportunities. Learning contexts range from developing exhibits (assisting with construction and/or
physical placement of objects in installations) to data entry, to museum education outreach project
development, to interacting collaboratively as a tour guide for exhibits and special collections.
Internships are individually designed by the placement institution and all pre-placement screening,
rules, regulations and policies must be followed. Funding is often available for regional and national
internships.
SP102 Public Speaking (3 Credits)
Introduction to theory and practice of speaking in formal settings: audience analysis, preparation for
several types of audiences, multicultural factors, public discussion methods. Offered fall, Spring and
summer semesters.
NAIS 2XX Yakama Oral Traditions and Culture (2 credits)
A dialogue centered course covering origin stories, ceremony, traditional practices, resistance,
renewal, revitalization, ecological preservation, indigenous ways of knowing, storytelling, and family
relationships, as well as the culturally appropriate manner in dealing with disputes, adversaries, and
the Yakama Nation.
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NAIS 2XX Tribal Museum Management (4)
Hybrid Course Delivery
Reviews fundamental practical issues related to collections management ranging from the basics of
artifact handling, storage solutions, preventative conservation, object cataloging, photographing, as
well as registration methods such as accessioning, deaccessioning, and loans, related legal and ethical
issues. Collections management principles and practices discussed will go over general professional
practices. Additionally, the handling of sacred objects and specialized tribal approaches to
conservation and storage to ensure tribal integrity of objects will be discussed. Pre-requisite: NAIS
1XX Introduction to Museum Studies
NAIS 3XX Tribal Governance and Sovereignty (3 credits) Writing Intensive Course
This course will provide an overview of Federal Indian law and applicable tribal law related to tribal
governance and sovereignty. Explores the historical framework, current development and practice of
the underlying legal doctrines prominent today that impact federal, state and tribal governmental
relationships, tribal governments and their institutions, and communities. This course will also
examine the source and scope of seminal federal, state and tribal authority in Indian Country,
including but not limited to, U.S. Supreme Court case law decisions, the Indian Civil Rights Act, and
Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act. Pre-requisite: NAIS 2XX Yakama Oral
Traditions and Culture
Certificate Outcomes:
Upon completing the certificate program, the student will be able to…








Articulate the basic theories and issues of cultural heritage preservation
Articulate their knowledge of tribal governance and sovereignty
Apply basic theories to preservation planning strategies for museums,
archives, and other cultural institutions.
Develop educational materials for museum outreach projects
Assess cultural preservation needs of museums, archives, and other cultural
institutions
Understand the role of digitization in preservation policies and planning
Apply knowledge of digital matters to cultural preservation planning for
museums, archives, and other cultural institutions
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