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Gratitude Report

Rick and Mary Jo
Pinnell
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REPORT

HERITAGE UNIVERSITY

	 For many supporters of Heritage University, charitable giving is an important part of their legacy. 

One option that can benefit both donors and the causes they care about is a Qualified Charitable 

Distribution (QCD)—a way to make a gift directly from an Individual Retirement Account (IRA) while 

potentially lowering taxable income. For donors who are planning their retirement strategies, QCDs 

can offer a meaningful opportunity to support the institutions and missions that have been important 

in their lives.

	 A QCD allows individuals to transfer funds from their IRA directly to an eligible nonprofit 

organization, such as Heritage University. Unlike a typical IRA withdrawal, which is generally counted 

as taxable income, a qualified charitable distribution is excluded from the donor’s taxable income.

	 For retirees who must take required minimum distributions (RMDs) from their IRAs each year, 

a QCD can be especially useful. By directing some or all of that required withdrawal to a charity, 

donors can satisfy their RMD while supporting organizations they value.

	 To qualify, the IRA owner must be at least age 70½ when the distribution is made. For 2026, 

individuals may distribute up to $111,000 per year as a QCD. Married couples filing jointly may each 

donate up to that amount from their own IRAs.

	 There are several important rules to keep in mind. The distribution must be made directly from 

the IRA to the charitable organization—the funds cannot first be withdrawn by the donor and then 

donated later. QCDs may be made only from traditional IRAs or inherited traditional IRAs, and the 

receiving organization must be an eligible public charity.	

	 Although QCDs are not taxed as income, they cannot also be claimed as a charitable deduction. 

Even so, many donors find the strategy beneficial because lowering taxable income may reduce 

overall tax liability.

	 QCDs must be completed by December 31 to count toward that year’s required minimum 

distribution. Donors should consult a tax advisor or financial professional to determine whether this 

giving option is appropriate for their circumstances.

	 For those already planning charitable gifts, a qualified charitable distribution can be a simple and 

effective way to support Heritage’s mission while aligning philanthropy with retirement planning and 

creating a lasting impact for future generations of students.

	 Donors interested in learning more about Qualified Charitable Distributions or other planned giving 

opportunities are encouraged to contact their personal financial advisor, or the Heritage University 

Advancement Office, where staff can help answer questions and provide additional information about 

giving options that support Heritage students and programs.

Turning Required Distributions Into Meaningful Impact
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From the PRESIDENT
	 Seldom, if ever, have I had the privilege of being an 

ambassador for an institution that is truly one of a kind. 

The word “unique” is one of the most overused words in 

our language, but when it is truly accurate, it is also one 

of the most important words.

	 As the only private university in the nation that is 

simultaneously federally designated as a Native American-

Serving Nontribal Institution and a Hispanic-Serving Institution, there is 

none other like us. During my installation as Heritage’s fourth president 

last November, I coined the phrase “America’s Essential University” to 

describe Heritage. That’s a mighty big claim, but I believe we live into it. 

Based on your transformational and ongoing generosity to this beloved 

institution, it seems that you agree.

	 The Gratitude Report opens with two of the many dear friends we have 

made in this community. Before we even arrived in Washington, Rick and 

Mary Jo Pinnell were already reaching out to welcome us and to pave 

the way for a smooth transition. It was quick and easy to call them true 

friends, and they continue to open so many doors for my family and for 

this university they both dearly love. 

	 My grandmother taught me the power of gratitude, not just as a hollow 

word, but the real thing, that deep-down feeling that makes us truly 

thankful even beyond our ability to fully express the emotion. That is how I 

feel, that is how Heritage University feels, about all of you.

	 Thanks, Rick and Mary Jo, and thanks to each of you for your 

continuing gifts, financial and humanitarian, tangible and less tangible. 

They make it possible for our essential mission to continue.

Our Mission
Heritage University 
empowers a multi-

cultural and inclusive 
student body to 

overcome the social, 
cultural, economic 

and geographic 
barriers that limit 
access to higher 

education. Rooted 
in the homeland 
of the Yakama 

Nation, we embrace 
transformational 
student-centered 

education that 
cultivates leadership 
and a commitment 

to the promotion of a 
more just society.

	 For Rick and Mary Jo Pinnell, generosity did 
not begin with a single gift. It grew from example, 
lived experience, and a deep belief in community. 
Long before Rick served 19 years on the Heritage 
University Board of Directors — and before the 
couple became involved in nearly every aspect of the 
university’s fundraising efforts — the values guiding 
their philanthropy were already firmly rooted.

	 Rick traces much of that foundation to his parents, 
George and Joan Pinnell. It was his mother who 
first connected him to Heritage and encouraged his 
involvement, but the story goes back even further. 
Rick’s father arrived in the Yakima Valley at age 16 
with his family during the Dust Bowl, part of the wave 
of “Okies” who left the Plains in search of work. Like 
many newcomers, George began as a migrant laborer 
in the orchards. 

	 When not working in the orchards, George helped 
his father start a small office equipment business. 
What began as a modest venture grew alongside 
the Valley itself, built on principles of hard work, 
reliability, and service to neighbors. The company 
became a lasting family enterprise — one that 
George later passed to Rick, who operated it until his 
retirement. 

	 Rick grew up immersed in these lessons of 
diligence, gratitude, and belonging. He watched 
his parents serve on civic boards and step forward 
whenever help was needed. The mid-1900s, he 
recalls, were both difficult and deeply communal, 
with people from many cultures working side by side, 
united by necessity and shared purpose.

	 “When I worked in the orchards in high school, my 
foremen were all Okies who came to the Valley about 
the same time as Dad,” Rick said.

	 Those early lessons were reinforced during 
Rick’s military service. During the Vietnam War, 
he served as a platoon leader and later, stateside, 
as executive officer (XO) of his company at Fort 
Meade, Maryland.

	 “This was another life lesson,” Rick said. “I was 
working with people from all backgrounds during very 
challenging times.”

	 Rick reflected on how the lessons he learned from 
his parents and those he learned through firsthand 
experience shaped his views.

	 “I think our mutual life experiences built our 
understanding of the importance of hard work, 
dignity, gratitude, belonging, and a deep respect for 
our fellow man.”

	 Mary Jo’s path to Yakima added another 
dimension to their shared commitment. Before 
moving to the Valley, she spent more than 40 years 
as a flight attendant with United Airlines, traveling 
internationally and experiencing diverse cultures and 
communities around the world. She saw firsthand 
the realities of extreme poverty. Her experiences 
shaped her reverence for different cultures and her 
appreciation for the profound difference education 
can make in enhancing opportunity.

	 After marrying Rick 52 years ago and moving 
to Yakima, Mary Jo built her own roots in the 
Valley through volunteerism. She served on several 
nonprofit boards, including the YMCA, Yakima 

Rooted in 
Community

RICK AND MARY JO PINNELL
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2025 Donor Honor Roll
JANUARY 1, 2025–DECEMBER 31, 2025

Heritage University students bring talent, determination, and 

ambition to their studies, yet for many the opportunity to attend 

college would not be possible without the generosity of our 

donors. We are deeply grateful to the individuals, organizations, 

and businesses who partner with us to transform lives and 

strengthen communities through education. Thank you for 

making this work possible.

AgWest Farm Credit
Gilbert Alaniz
David Allen
The Altmayer Family
Silvia Alvarez
Lori and Jonathan Alvord
James Anderson
Anonymous (16)
Astria Sunnyside Hospital
Khin Aungthein
Brett Baba
Bruce and Rosanne Bacon
Michael Baker
Baker Boyer Bank
Mike and Rebecca Baldwin
Trudy Baldwin
Wayne and Marilyn Baldwin
Bale Breaker Brewing Company
Elaine Ballou
Dale and Cathy Bambrick
Ivan Banks
Banner Bank
Frank Baron and Wylie Burke
Lois Baron
John and Kay Bassett
Battelle
John Baule
Terri Bawden
Judi Beck
Benjamin Belzer and Anna Enger
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Katarina Berk 
Jeffrey Berry

Kim Bersing-Harpy
Neeharika Bhatnagar
Joe and Carol Biondi
Ellen Blackstone
John and Kristianne Blake
Wendy Blakely
Sharon Gantz Bloome*
David Bloxom
Jack* and Connie Bloxom
Darrell and Peg Blue
Barbara Bordeaux
Borton & Son's Inc.
Jorge  and Mireya  Borunda
Kevin and Renee  Bouchey
James Bowman
Dennis Braddock
James Braden
James and Lynda Branch
Richard and Heather Brandt
Brewminatti Perfect Circle Brewing 
LLC.
Bryan Family Charitable Fund
Dorothy Bullitt
James Busey
Mary Bussiere-Watts
Tammy Buyok
Ann Caldwell
Pat Callans
Jonathan Campbell
Lisa Campbell-John
Douglas Cannon and Mary Ellen 		
	 Sullivan
Susan Carbon

*DeceasedAlumni

Darla Carnevali 
Vikki Carpenter
Ross and Julie Case
Miguel Castillo
Rob Castleberry
Christian Cavanaugh
Cave Moon Press
Chervenell Construction
Paul Chiles
Laurel Clark
Pam Cleaver
Ellen Cockrill and Doug Post
Richard Cole
Martin and Robin Conger
Julie Conley
Christan Connors
Patrice and John  Cornelius

We do our best to ensure the accuracy of the information contained within the Gratitude 
Report. Please let us know if we have inadvertently left your name out of our listing.

Tennis Club, and Humane Society, and was active 
with Junior League, forming connections that 
strengthened her ties to the community.

	 Together, the Pinnells believe strong communities 
are built when people are engaged and united by 
shared values. Rick often expresses pride in the 
Yakima Valley for rallying to build not one but two 
higher education institutions — an achievement few 
communities of its size can claim.

	 “What a great opportunity we have provided for our 
Valley’s students,” he said.

	 Rick is also proud of the Yakima Valley’s increasing 
diversity. “Change is good,” he said, acknowledging 
that progress can bring challenges but what matters is 
the shared commitment to moving forward, he said.

	 The couple’s passion for Heritage is rooted in 
the university’s ability to reach students who, for 
economic, cultural, and family reasons, might 
otherwise be overlooked. Rick is candid that although 
he was not a strong student himself (though he 
loved his time at Washington State University), he 
understood that education is a vital pathway to greater 
opportunity. He and Mary Jo both see Heritage as an 
institution that recognizes that not everyone arrives 
fully prepared, nor learns the same way. The university 
meets students where they are, offering support 
systems that help them overcome academic and 
personal hurdles.

	 “The small classes 
and professors who 
teach and mentor 
their students are key 
to so many students’ 
success,” he said.

	 Rick and Mary 
Jo are impressed 
by the work ethic of 
Heritage students. 
Many balance classes 
with jobs and family 
responsibilities; many 
are first-generation 
college students. 
Their resilience, 
determination, and appreciation for opportunity are 
qualities Rick believes are invaluable both in school 
and in the workplace.

	 “These are the kinds of people businesses need,” 
he said. “They know how to work hard, overcome 
obstacles, and collaborate with people from different 
backgrounds. Those characteristics aren’t taught — 
they’re experienced.”

	 The Pinnells’ commitment to service extends well 
beyond Heritage. Rick has chaired the boards of the 
Yakima YMCA, Yakima Rotary Club, Yakima Rotary 
Trust, and Yakima YMCA Trust, and has served on 
the boards of Yakima Valley Bank, the American Red 
Cross, Providence Hospital, and numerous business 
associations. Together, Rick and Mary Jo have 
consistently sought to strengthen the institutions that 
shape their community.

	 “We feel so blessed,” Rick said, “to be part of this 
community and to serve alongside it.”

	 For the couple, supporting Heritage is not simply 
an act of generosity. It is an expression of faith — in 
education, in hard work, and in the enduring power 
of a community that believes in its people. 

LISA OLNEY
SOPHOMORE, BUSINESS 

ADMINISTRATION

Full Circle Scholarship
Johnson Scholarship     
Foundation

Lisa, an enrolled 

member of the Yakama 

Nation and mother of 

two, returned to school 

through Heritage’s HEP 

program and is now 

pursuing a business 

degree to bring greater 

opportunity and 

resources to her White 

Swan community.

Jaime Cortes 
Cougar Den
Susie Crawford
Bernadette and Bob Crider
Alice Cunningham
Karen Cunningham
Kyle Curtis and Bernie Trujillo
David Dahlin
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*Deceased

Douglas and Ramona Lawrence
Donzell Lee and LaDonna Lee
Thomas Lerner
Myron Levin
David Levy
Jan Levy
Jane Cockrill Lewis and Tad Lewis
Russell Lidman
Kathleen Lillis 
Julie Lindemann
Richard and Linda Linneweh
John Lopez
Theresa Lourde 
Nancy Luenn and Glenn Duncan
Greg and Jan Luring
Susan R. Lytle
M Sevigny Construction Inc
Lin MacMaster
MacMaster Advisory
Libby G. MacPhee
Magic Cabinets
Nichole Maher and Eddie Sherman
Mary Ann and John* Mangels
Debra Manjarrez
Richard R. Manning
Ken Marble
Jack Martin
SaraBecca Martin 
Nancy and Russell Mazzola
Edwin McCleskey
Chaz McEwan and Elaine Kondo-
McEwan
Thomas and Kathryn Mears
John T. Menard
Craig and Jan Mendenhall
Elizabeth Mendoza
Charlotte Merritt
The Metis Foundation
John Midgley and Lynn Greiner
Milton and Dorothy Sarnoff Raymond 	
	 Foundation
Mirabella Seattle Residents 
Association
Molly Moloney
Brendan and Aileen Monahan
Jeff Monda
Ryan Moore
Raelene Moran
Eduardo Moreno
Marilyn Morford

Robert and Judy Morrow
Bruce and Linda Mortimer
Moss Adams LLP
Muckleshoot Indian Tribe
Mary Alice Muellerleile
Janet Muldrow 
MultiCare Yakima Memorial Hospital
Salvador Mungia
Mary Catherine Murphy
Patti Nagle
Ellen and Nick Nebre
Carolyn Nelson
Sabra Nelson
Sally Nelson
Troy Ness
Timothy and Megan Newbury
Carmela Newstead
Tim Nicholas
Barton and Nancy Nisonson
Northwest Communities Education 
Center/Radio KDNA
Joan Landes Norton
David Novy
Amy Nusbaum
Joan Nygaard
Diana Ochoa 
Doris O'Connor
Steve and Jenny Oliver
James and Lynn Olson
Kristine Olson
Joyce O'Neal 
Camille O'Neill
Michael O'Neill
Bertha Ortega 
Patrick and Shelly Oshie
Rick and Peggy Ostrander
Pacific Northwest University of Health 	
	 Sciences
Frank and Maureen Padilla
Fotinos and Judith Panagakos
Matthew and Allison Parker
Julie Parmentier
The Estate of Arthur and Doreen Parrett
The Peach Foundation
Manuel and Jocelyn Pedrosa
Lance and Heidi Pelletier
Amy Perera
David Perera
Elizabeth Perera
Lee and Kay Peterson

Michael and Marilyn Phalen
Nic Pifer and Amy McNally
James and Gaye Pigott
Mary Pigott
Rick and Mary Jo Pinnell
Janie Plath
David and Christina Prentice
Swanee Pringle
Frank and Teresa Pritchard
Frank Purdy
Gail Raiman
Kip and Lyndia Ramsey

RBC Wealth Management
Derek Red Arrow Frank and
	 Bree Black Horse
Regence Blue Shield
Jim Rehrmann
Tami Ressa
Maria Isabel I. Reyes 
The Estate of Esperanza Rich
Rebecca Riesen
Philip Rigdon
Brian and Darcie Roberts
Jonathan Roberts
Gregory and Sandra Robertson
Charlie Robin and Al Fischer
BG Susan Robinson

Alumni

Aaron and Quinn Dalan
Ted and Barbara Daniels
Francis and Rosemary Davis
Jason Davis 
Chapin and Janet Day

Stephanie DeWet
Mary  and Duff DeWitt
Ellen and Joseph Dial
Ada Diaz Kirby
Patrick and Lanie Dineen
Dineen Vineyards
Dave Dion
Shelley Dion
Sonja Dodge
Dale Sunitsch and Barbara Dolsen
Bill and Rhonda Dolsen
The Dolsen Companies
Mike Poppoff and Gay Dorsey
Janice and Paul Dowdy
David and Suzanne Dreyer
Jeremie Dufault
Patrick and Susan Dunn
Warren Dykeman
Lewis and Susan Edelheit
Dana Eliason
Patricia K. Emmons
Jean Enersen
Joe and Jill Falk
Connie and Michael Falon
Fennemore Craig, P.C.

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
James Fitch
Mark Fithian
George D. Smith II and Kathy
	 Flynn-Smith
Gloria Folsom
Louis Fox
John Fraire
Larry and Bunker Frank
William Frank
Anthony Frisella
Greg Fritz
Bonnie Fryzlewicz
Andreana Gamache
Kay Gamache
Jane Gargas
Anne Garrett
Damion Garza
Mimi Gardner Gates
A. R. and Mary Beth Gemperle
Georgetown Brewing Co.
Bob and Linda Gerst
Gesa Credit Union
Brian and April Gibbons
Cragg and Barbara Gilbert
Gilbert Orchards Incorporated
George Gilhuly
Lynda Gilman
Chris Gilmer and David Creel
Chris Golde
Grisdelia Gonzalez 
Michelle and Steven Gonzalez
Goodman Road Smokeshop
John and Patricia Gorman
Graham Baba Architects
Carole Grayson
Janet Guthrie and Mark Jaeger
William Hagens
Noreen Hagio 
Mary Ellen Haley
Bob and Gayle Hall
Jacob and Julie Hambly
Hanna Dot Agency
Brad and Terah Hansen
David and Cynthia Hargreaves
Scott and Michele Harriage
Kevin and Rena Harrington
Kyle Harrington
Robert Harris
Fred and Bev Hartline

Jessica A. Hartman
James and Jan Haven
Cecil and Joyce Hayes
Francis and Loretta Healy
Jackie Helliesen
Michael and Pamela Henderson
Alonso Hernandez Guzman 
Ines Herrera 
Leah Hieber
Shaun Higgins and Ann Glendening
Brad Hill
The Knapp Family
Saundra Hill and Bill Pennell
Virginia S. Hislop
Liz Hobson
Corey Hodge
Mary Ann Holden
HUB International
Ralph Hudnall 
Bonnie Hughes
Theresa Hupp
John Huston
Inatai Foundation
Independent Colleges of Washington
Karen Ireland
Dianne Irwin
William Jacobs
Rosemarie Jaenicke
Mary C. James
Kirstin James-Dunn 
Maxine Brings Him Back-Janis
James Jarosz 
Douglas Jensen
Barbara Johns and Richard Hesik
Cindy Johnson
Bob Kao
Royal and Kay Keith
Lori Kelley
Steven and Patricia Kessler
David and Hildy Ko
Aaron and Vanessa Krantz
Christina and Matthew Krashan
Donald Kumpula 
Tom and Jeannie Kundig
Melissa Land 
David and Kathy LaRiviere
Garr Larson
Laura Larson
Paul and Kristy Larson
Larson Gross (Yakima)

AMARILIS 
SANTIAGO
SENIOR, NURSING
Sea-Mar Scholarship
Washington Apple Education 
Foundation Scholarship
Angel Fund
Richard and Patricia Twiss 
Scholarship

Amarilis, a dedicated 
mother and McNair 
Scholar, is pursuing 
a nursing degree with 
the goal of improving 
healthcare access and 
connecting underserved 
communities to vital 
resources.

ABRAHAM 
SILVA 
HERRERA
SENIOR
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

HU EXCELLENCE
TRIO
OIC OF WASHINGTON
CAMP 

Abraham has a passion 
for creativity that he 
plans to turn into a 
career in marketing. 
He looks forward to 
being part of a team 
developing advertising 
and promotional 
campaigns and, 
ultimately, wants to be 
a CEO.
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*DeceasedAlumni

Mary Ellen Robinson
Terrence Roche
Julie Rodriguez 
Rafael  and Lynette Rodriguez
Pamela Root
John and Patricia Rose

John and Nancy Rossmeissl
Linda and Marshel Rossow
Eric and Margaret Rothchild
Susan E. Rousculp
Roy G. Post Foundation
Gerardo Ruelas 
Lyliana Ruiz 
Richard Salomon and Robin Dushman
Betty Sampson 
Crystal Sampson
Maria Sanchez Perez
Betty Sanders
Mary Sanford
Paul and Terri Schaake
John  and Laura Schab
The Schauer family
Phyllis Schmidt
Judith Schmulewicz
Tom and Cynthia Schomberg
Violetta Schultes 
Diane and Jack Schuster
Michael Schwab
L.J. and Suzanne Schwaegler
Seattle Children's Foundation
The Seattle Foundation

Douglas and Marilyn Shearer
Robert and Anita Shoup
Zev Siegl
Roy and Barbara Simms
Callie Sims
James and Janet Sinegal
Single Hill Brewery Co
Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus
	 and Mary/U.S.-Ontario
Raul Sital 
Terri Slack
Blake and Andrea Slonecker
Kathryn Smith
Marky Smith and James* Smith
The Ken and Sharon Smith Family
Steven and Kirsten Smith
Kate Sojka
Kazuhiro and Cherie Sonoda
Soroptimist International of
	 Three Rivers
Gwynn Sosa 
Oscar and Barbara Soule
South Central Workforce Council
Phyllis Lee Standefer
Lance Stephens
Stokes Lawrence PS
Henry and Janet Strom
Lonny and Marcia Suko
Daniel and Camille Sullivan
Andrew Sund
Shirley Sutton 
Louie Swalby
Dennis and Judy Sweeney
Ryoko  and Katsumi Taki
Mary Talbitzer
Hilary Tanneberg
Bette Taylor
Mark and Kim Taylor
Patricia Wade Temple
Shazi Tharian
Ralph Thompson and Kim Bellamy-	
	 Thompson
Karen and John Thielke
Joel Thome
Hugh E. Toomey
César Torres
Tree Top Inc.
Triad Lab
Christy Trotter
Harry Turvey

Richard and Patricia Twiss
US Bank - The Private Client Reserve
US Bank (Yakima)
Martin Valadez Torres and
	 Tanya Bowers
Susy Valenzuela 
Peter and Shannon van Oppen
Richard Van Wagenen
Vargas Counseling & Consulting, LLC
George and Mavis Velikanje
Alejandra Vera  and Nery Cerna
Dioselina Verduzco 
Graciela Villanueva
John and Paula Vornbrock
Ellen J. Wallach
Christopher Wallahee
Elaine Walsh
Gerald and Jane Walton
Elmer J. Ward
Michael and Colleen Wartelle
Halle Weimar
Laura Wells
WestGroup LLC
Liz Whitaker
Frederick and Judy  Williams
Judith Williams
David Wise and Sharon Prill
Thomas and Nina Wiseley
Jennifer and Jay Witherbee
Travis Wittnebel
Kim Wright
Martha Wyckoff and Jerry Tone
Winona Wynn
Yakama Nation Legends Casino
Yakima Chief Hops
Yakima Federal Savings and Loan
Yakima Valley Community Foundation
Yakima Valley Farm Workers Clinic
Reid Yamamoto and Laura Wells
Patsy Yates 
Marco Yolo 
Cheryl Young
Thomas Zeilman and Rebecca Pennell
Matthew Zuckerman

Members of The Heritage Society have demonstrated 
extraordinary generosity through lifetime contributions of 
$100,000 or more. We are deeply grateful for their steadfast 
commitment to our mission and to the success of our students.

The Altmayer Family

Max and Dixie Amundson

The Anderson Foundation

Paul M. Anderson Foundation

Anonymous (8)

Wayne and Marilyn Baldwin

Nathan* and Elaine Ballou

Bank of America

James* and Dee* Barnhill

John and Kay Bassett

Battelle

Ben B. Cheney Foundation

Sandra Berwind

Bezos Family Foundation

Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation

Jack and Connie Bloxom

The Boeing Company

Booth Ferris Foundation

Renee and Kevin Bouchey

Bureau of Catholic Indian 
Missions

Burlington Resources 
Foundation 
Norman Byrd*

CAPHE

Susan Carbon

Julie and Ross Case

Lois Castleberry

Florence Casey*

Charles E. Culpeper Foundation

Circle of Success/Early 
Learning Program

College Spark Washington

Direct Relief

Bill and Rhonda Dolsen

Bob* and Ruth Rankin* Dolsen

Joanie Dolsen and Dale 
Sunitsch

Bill and Sally Douglas

Alvin and Malinda Dreyer

Wilfred* and Suzanne* Doyle

Educational Foundation of 
America

Richard and Joanne Elliott

The Endeavor Foundation

William H.* and Mimi Gates

The George P. Hardgrove 
Foundation

Helen Golde*

Hellmut* and Marcy Golde

Grantmakers Consultants

Hearst Foundations

Edward Lee Henkle*

Virginia S. Hislop

Independent Colleges of 
Washington

Inatai Foundation

Servando Jasso*

Helen N. Jewett*

Herbert B. Jones Foundation

Johnson Scholarship Foundation

Sammy and Kenneth Kirk*

John S. and James L. Knight 
Foundation

The Kresge Foundation

Jeanne Marie Lee*

Peggy Lewis

Jane Logan*

R.H. and Jane G. Logan Family 
Trust

John D. & Catherine T. 
MacArthur Foundation

Cornell Maier*

Mary Ann and John* Mangels

Manzana Foundation

Thomas and Kathryn Mears

McEachern Charitable Trust

Margaret McEachern*

Michael and Laura McMurray

Meyer Memorial Trust

Microsoft

Lila Miller Trust

Moccasin Lake Foundation 
Robert Moore*

Paul and Susan Moulton

Muckleshoot Indian Tribe

MultiCare Yakima Memorial 
Hospital

M.J. Murdock Charitable Trust

Marguerite Murphy

Mary Catherine Murphy

Roy and Leona Nelson 
Foundation

The Norcliffe Foundation

Nancy Nordhoff

Northwest Area Foundation

Helen Nubling*

Charlie* and Doris O'Connor

PACCAR Foundation

The Palisades Educational 
Foundation

The Ralph M. Parsons 
Foundation

The Peach Foundation

Lorene M. Petrie Trust

The Pew Charitable Trusts

James and Gaye Pigott

Joan Pinnell*

Rick and Mary Jo Pinnell

Janie Plath

The Plath Family

Douglas* and Swanee Pringle

John and Priscilla (Pinky)* 
Privat

David Purdon

Raikes Foundation

Gail Raiman and Robert 
Hynes*

Kip and Lyndia Ramsey

Ted Robertson* and Dorothy 
Bill" Donelson*

The Rockefeller Foundation

Kathleen Ross, SNJM

SAFECO Insurance Companies

Ernest* and Dorothy* 
Sauerland

Paul and Terri Schaake

SeaFirst Foundation

The Seattle Foundation

Security Pacific Bank of WA

Spencer Short*

James and Janet Sinegal

The Sinegal Family Foundation

Sisters of Providence Sacred 
Heart Province

Sisters of the Holy Names of 
Jesus & Mary

Sisters of the Holy Names 
Washington

Sisters of the Holy Names US - 
Ontario Prov.

Jim* and Marky Smith

The Ken and Sharon Smith 
Family

The Starr Foundation

Sterling Realty Organization

Marvin* and Patricia 
Sundquist

Sundquist Charitable Trust

Arthur Swanson*

Elizabeth Tallant-Cooper*

Nick Temple

Patricia Wade Temple

Teagle Foundation, Inc.

TEW Foundation

Tree Top, Inc.

Tri-Cities Laboratory

Richard and Patricia Twiss

The Arthur Vining Davis 
Foundations

W.M. Keck Foundation

Ellen J. Wallach and Tom 
Darden*

The Walmart Foundation

Washington Mutual Foundation

Henry T. Wiegert

Janet White

The William and Flora Hewlett 
Foundation

Korynne and Jeffrey Wright

Martha Wyckoff and Jerry Tone

Yakima Federal Savings

Yakama Nation Legends Casino

Yakima Regional

Yakima Theatres Inc.

Yakima Valley Community 
Foundation

Yakima Valley Farm Workers 
Clinic

THE 
HERITAGE 
SOCIETY

ELIZABETH 
LOPEZ
JUNIOR
SOCIAL WORK

MOCCASIN LAKE 
SCHOLARSHIP

Elizabeth is a first 
generation student 
from Moxee who always 
wanted to be a social 
worker. Her goal is to 
earn her master’s degree 
and work with children 
and families in the 
foster care or adoption 
systems.
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MEMORIAL and 
HONOR GIFTS
Gifts made in honor or memory 
of special individuals offer a 
meaningful and lasting way to 
recognize the lives, relationships, 
and contributions that have 
touched our community.

Betty J. Jones
	 Nancy Luenn and Glenn 		
	 Ducan
Kara Kondo
	 Chaz McEwan and Elaine 		
	 Kondo-McEwan 
John Mangels
	 Mary Ann Mangels 
Dennis Nelson
	 Kathryn Smith
Doris O'Connor
	 Wayne and Marilyn Baldwin
	 Stephanie DeWet
	 John Fraire
	 A.R. and Mary Beth 		
		  Gemperle
	 Jeff Monda
	 David and Christina Prentice
	 Daniel and Camille Sullivan
Caroline Purdon
	 Mary Sanford 
Laura Rehrmann
	 Jessica A. Hartman
	 James Rehrmann 
James V. Rohde
	 Ada Diaz Kirby 
Edwin Rousculp
	 Susan E. Rousculp 
Jane Schwab
	 Michael E. Schwab 
Elizabeth Steele
	 Patrick and Susan Dunn
Arthur D. Swanson
	 Tom and Cynthia Schomberg
Fred Thompson
	 Amy Nusbaum
	 Karla Zirbes & Jay Nusbaum
Marie W. Turvey
	 Harry Turvey
Sneh B. Veena
	 Neeharika Bhatnagar
	 Anonymous
	 Anthony Frisella
	 Tim Nicholas
	 Kate Sojka
	 Winona Wynn
	 Matthew Zuckerman
	 The Schauer Family
	 The Metis Foundation
	 TRIAD Lab

IN HONOR OF
Mrs. Loretta Banks-Powell &
Mr. Clifford Banks
	 Ivan Banks	
Robert B. Fox
	 Louis Fox	
Mimi Gates
	 John and Kristianne Blake
	 Libby G. MacPhee	
Chris Gilmer
	 Donzell Lee and LaDonna Lee
Heritage University Faculty & Staff
	 Mark and Kim Taylor	
Teresa G. Hill
	 Anne Garrett	
Virginia S. Hislop
	 Chapin and Janet Day
Mary C. James
	 Ralph Thompson and Kim 		
Bellamy-Thompson
Douglas C. Lawrence
	 Thomas Lerner	
Russell Lidman
	 Mary Ellen Haley	
	 Oscar and Barbara Soule	
	 Richard Van Wagenen	
Nichole Maher
	 Peter and Shannon van Oppen
Michael O'Neil
	 Camille O'Neill 
Kathleen Ross
	 Ann Caldwell	
	 Ada Diaz Kirby	
	 Larry and Bunker Frank	
	 A.R. and Mary Beth 		
		  Gemperle	
	 Janet Guthrie and Mark Jaeger
	 Judy and Dennis J. Sweeney
Mark Swanson
	 Kristine Olson
Andrew Sund
	 Douglas and Ramona Lawrence
Joel Thome
	 Robert and Anita Shoup	
Ellen J. Wallach
	 Lewis and Susan Edelheit

IN MEMORY OF
Laura G. Aguiar-Garibay
	 Anonymous 
Alfredo Arreguin	
	 Susan R. Lytle
	 Cave Moon Press
Lois Baron
	 Russell Lidman 
John Biondi
	 Joe and Carol Biondi
Jack M. Bloxom
	 David Bloxom
	 Ann Caldwell
	 Jeremie Dufault
	 William Frank
	 John Huston
	 Rick and Mary Jo Pinnell
	 Mike Poppoff amd Gay Dorsey
	 The Ken and Sharon Smith 	
		  Family
	 Moss Adams LLP 
Marie D. Braden
	 James Braden 
Apanakhi Buckley
	 Bob Kao
Vivian B. Carpenter
	 Vikki Carpenter 
Joan Cockrill
	 Jane Cockrill Lewis and Tad 	
		  Lewis 
Barbara Fenton
	 Vargas Counseling & 
	 Consulting, LLC
Florence Flynn
	 George D. Smith II and Kathy 
	 Flynn-Smith 
Donald C. Gargas
	 Jane Gargas
	 Scott and Michele Harriage
Ione Gautereaux

	 Molly K. Moloney 
Gloria Gonzalez
	 Michelle and Steven Gonzalez
Shaun O. Higgins
	 Shaun Higgins and Ann 		
		  Glendening 
John G. Holden
	 Mary Ann Holden 
George W. Jackson
	 Roy G. Post Foundation 
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Robert Lee and Elisabeth Chambers Moore 	
	 Trust
Rohde Family Scholarship
Ron Gamache Family Scholarship Fund
Ronny R. Schwartz Scholarship
The Ross Institute for Student Success
Russell Jim Scholarship
Ruth Smith Endowed Scholarship
Ruth Stephenson Scholarship
Sandra Berwind Scholarship
Sister Christina Maria Weber, SNJM 		
	 Endowed Scholarship
Sister Elizabeth Simkins Scholarship
Sister Espiritu Dempsey, IHM Endowed 	
	 Scholarship
Sister Kathleen Ross SNJM, Intercultural 	
	 Scholarship
Sister Mary Kathryn Trenary 
	 Endowed Scholarship
Sister Mary Rita Rohde Endowed Scholarship
Sister Michel Keenan, IHM
	 Endowed Scholarship
Sisters of Providence
Sisters of the Holy Names Scholarship
Soaring Eagle Scholarship
Solanus Scholarship
Spencer and Mary Jessica Short
	 Endowed Scholarship
Starr Foundation Scholarship

McMurray Math Scholarship
Meany Family Scholarship
Melba Tallant Gaudin Scholarship
Moccasin Lake Scholarship
Mollie Barrett Tallant Scholarship
Mt. Adams Health Foundation
Mwangaza Scholarship
Myra and Rick Gagnier Scholarship
Northeastern Friends of Heritage College 	
	 Scholarship
PACCAR Foundation Scholarship
Pam and Apanakhi Friendship 		
	 Scholarship
Pat W. Reid Endowed Scholarship
Paul M. Anderson Endowed Scholarship
Pearl McElheran Scholarship
Peggy and Rick Ostrander Scholarship
Peggy Torner Scholarship
Plumb Endowed Scholarship
Rachel and John Henry Scholarship
Redman Family Scholarship
Richard D. and Patricia B. Twiss 		
	 Scholarship for Health Sciences
Richard W. and Heather W. Brandt 		
	 Scholarship
Richard W. Kimball Scholarship
Robert and Judith Fox Scholarship
Robert and Lynn Moskin Scholarship
Robert and Patricia Butler Scholarship

Endowed funds build a legacy of support that lasts for generations. 
These can be named and directed to support students in a manner 
that best meets your individual giving goals, such as scholarship 
support or establishing a faculty chair. Thank you to all of our 
generous supporters who have established and contributed to these 
funds since Heritage’s founding. 	

Endowed 
Funds

Dorothy and Ernest Sauerland
	 Scholarship Fund
Doyle Family Scholarship
Dr. Ione Gautereaux Scholarship
Edward L. Henkle Scholarship Fund
Elaine and Nathan Ballou Scholarship
	 in Nursing and Health Sciences
Elisabeth Moore Endowed Scholarship
Elizabeth D. Skinner Scholarship
Elizabeth Loudon Steele
	 Memorial Scholarship
Elizabeth S. Reilly Scholarship
Elizabeth Tallant-Cooper Scholarship
Elliott Family Scholarship
Ernest and Genevieve Falk Scholarship
Esperanza Gonzalez Scholarship
Ethel Spiering Scholarship
Fannie Mae Skinner Scholarship
Father Hans A. Reinhold Scholarship
	 Fund for Catholic Students
Florence Helen Reed Muellerleile 		
	 Scholarship
The Fred Thompson Memorial Student 	
	 Emergency Endowment Fund
Frederick P. and Sandra P. Rose Scholarship
The Gail Raiman and Bob Hynes 		
	 Scholarship 
Gail Winslow Ginsburgh Scholarship
Gaye and Jim Pigott Nursing
	 Chair Endowment
Gaye and Jim Pigott Scholarship
George and Florence Flynn
	 Family Scholarship
Golde Family Scholarship
Golob-Birdseye Scholarship
Helen W. Nubling Scholarship
Heritage University Alumni Scholarship
Heritage University Faculty and
	 Staff Scholarship
Heritage University Library 
Hislop Family Scholarship
Hugh James Slaughter Scholarship
Jack Kennedy Foundation Scholarship
Jack McPherson Scholarship
Jane Logan Scholarship
Jesse N. Chisum and Viola C. Chisum 	
	 Scholarship
Jim and Dee Barnhill Scholarship
Joan Pinnell Scholarship
Joe and Robin Taller Scholarship

John and Kay Bassett Scholarship
John & Mary Ann Mangels Endowment 
John and Okie Applegate Teaching 		
	 Scholarship
John and Mary Ann Mangels
	 Endowment Fund
John W. and Marguerite M. Murphy 		
	 Scholarship
The John Tappan Menard Open Records & 
Government Scholarship 
Johnny Kirk Endowed Scholarship
Johnson Scholarship Foundation 		
	 Scholarship
Jorge & Mireya Borunda "Pay it Forward, 	
	 Alumni Scholarship"
Kara Kondo Scholarship
Kathleen A. Ross Scholarship
Kathleen Evelyn Hitchcock
	 Endowed Scholarship
Kathryn Ondreyco, SNJM (Sister Kate) 	
	 Scholarship Fund
The Kevin & Renee Bouchey Scholarship 
Koreski's Third Grade Class of 2007-08 	
	 Scholarship
Laura Aguiar Garibay DACA Scholarship
Lawrence E. Horning Sr. Scholarship
Leland and Freda Strait Scholarship
Len and Georgiana Peters Scholarship
Leonard and Joan Cockrill Scholarship
Lois Castleberry Scholarship
Lois O. Brown Memorial Scholarship
Loretta Rohde Scholarship
Lower Yakima Valley Student Scholarship
Luella Bailey Doherty Scholarship
Madeline DeFrees Second Chance 		
	 Scholarship
Margaret McEachern Scholarship
Marie Dinga Braden Scholarship
Marie Kranz Nursing Scholarship
Marie Marx Strohm Breakthrough 		
	 Scholarship Fund
Marjorie Duncan Scholarship
Martha A. Carr Scholarship
Martin and Veronica Dreves Early 		
	 Childhood Education Scholarship
Marvin and Patricia Sundquist Scholarship
Mary Duckworth Scholarship
Matthew, Nicholas and Daniel Pifer 		
	 Scholarship
Maureen Monahan Scholarship Fund

Alexander Designated Fund
Albert Newhouse Memorial Scholarship
The Alexander Family Scholarship Fund
Alfred and Marian Frank Scholarship
Alfredo Arreguin Scholarship
Alison Danz Scholarship
Altmayer Family Scholarship
Alumni Association Fund
Alumni Pay It Forward Scholarship Fund
Ambrose and Loretta Rohde Scholarship
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation Scholarship
Angel Fund Scholarship
Anna Shuck Scholarship
ApresVin Science Scholarship
Arthur D. Swanson Scholarship
Asaph Brown Scholarship
Bank of America Scholarship
	 (Formerly SeaFirst)
Bank of the West Scholarship
Battelle Memorial Institute Scholarship
Bebarta-Veena Family Scholarship
Benjamin & Susan Pringle and Lorenz & 	
	 Swanhilda Mellom Scholarship
Bernard Schon Scholarship
Bertie Lou Brown Scholarship
Bill & Margaret Dreyer Family Scholarship
Bill and Joanne Almon Scholarship
Bill and Martha Yallup Scholarship
Bloxom/Pringle Scholarship
BSN Honorable Nurse Legacy Scholarship
Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions 		
	 Scholarship
C.R. Turvey Endowed Scholarship
Carla D. Lamka Scholarship
Carol and Thomas Richter
	 Social Work Scholarship
Caroline Purdon Scholarship
Carolyn Whitaker Harper Scholarship
Charles Willis Landefeld Scholarship
Christian A. Johnson Endeavor
	 Foundation Scholarship
Daniel and Elizabeth (Neahr) O'Neill 	
	 Scholarship
David Fitzpatrick Scholarship
David T. Brown Memorial Scholarship
Deborah and Scott Wagner Scholarship
Dolores Santha Scholarship
Dolsen Family Scholarship
Donald Moskin Scholarship

Sterling Realty Organization Scholarship
Thomas and Mary Claudson Science 	
	 Scholarship
US West Scholarship
Vera Malnar Scholarship
Violet Lumley Rau Scholarship
Vision Hunter Scholarship
Wade Volwiler Estate Endowed Scholarship
Wapsuxwit Scholarship
Washington Apple Education Foundation 	
	 Scholarship
Wayne and Marilyn Baldwin
	 Endowed Scholarship
"We Believe in You" BSN Scholarship
Weatherspoon Endowed Scholarship
Wilbur H. "Ted" Robertson
	 Endowed Scholarship
Wilbur Logan Scholarship
William and Sally Douglas Scholarship
William M. Myers Scholarship
William Parrish Scholarship
William Randolph Hearst Foundation 	
	 Endowed Scholarship
Wueste Homa Scholarship
Yakima Federal Savings & Loan 
Association Student Scholarship 
Yakima Herald Republic Scholarship

Named in honor of Heritage University’s founding president, the Sister 

Kathleen Ross, SNJM Legacy Giving Circle includes the generous 

supporters who have included Heritage in their estate plans. Thank you 

for helping ensure that quality higher education remains accessible for 

generations to come.

Anonymous
Wayne and Marilyn Baldwin
Elaine Ballou
Gale Barre
Doris Barrett*
Dorothy Billington*
Jack* and Connie Bloxom
Lloyd and Gloria Butler
Anne Cassidy
Fr. Thomas Caswell
Ellen Cockrill and Doug Post
Mary Alice Conlin*
Kirtland Davidson*
Mary Drabkin
George and Kathy Edwards
Jose Gaitan
Helen Golde*
Hellmut* and Marcy Golde
Harry and Jackie Helliesen

The Sister Kathleen Ross, SNJM

LEGACY 
GIVING
CIRCLE

Edward Lee Henkle*
Virginia S. Hislop
Servando Jasso*
Douglas and Anne* Jensen
Helen N. Jewett*
Marjory Kallem*
Steven and Patricia Kessler
Sammy and Kenneth Kirk*
Mary Ann Knowles
Nancy Luenn and Glenn Duncan
Mary Ann and John* Mangels
Pearl McElheran
Martha Mildon*
Robert Moore*
Germaine Morgan*
Robert and Judy Morrow
J.R. Moskin* and Lynn Goldberg Moskin
Sally Nelson
Celeste Neuffer*

Arthur* and Doreen* Parrett
Joan Pinnell*
Rick and Mary Jo Pinnell
C. Pete and Patty Piper
Priscilla (Pinky) Privat*
Ruth Rankin Dolsen*
Gail Raiman
Virginia Rausch*
Esperanza Rich*
Loretta Rohde*
Ernest Sauerland*
Anita and Robert Shoup
Jim* and Marky Smith
Ruth Smith*
Arthur Swanson*
Elizabeth Tallant-Cooper*
Dennis Thoennes*
Ellen J. Wallach
Martha B. Yallup* and Julia Hill*
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What began as a modest fundraising 

dinner with a goal of raising $5,000 

has grown into Heritage University’s most 

powerful engine for student opportunity.

	 This year marks the 40th anniversary of 

the Bounty of the Valley Scholarship Dinner, 

a tradition that has helped generations of 

students achieve the dream of a college 

degree. Over the past four decades, the event 

has raised $9,655,498 through 6,143 gifts, 

all dedicated to supporting Heritage students.

	 The story of Scholarship Dinner began with 

a small group of volunteers and a big idea. 

Among them was longtime Heritage supporter 

and former board member Virginia Hislop, who 

helped plan the very first dinner.

	 “I asked them how much they wanted to 

raise and was told, ‘$5,000 would be nice,’” 

Hislop recalled. “I said, ‘I think we can do 

better than that!’”

	 They did, and more. The first Scholarship 

Dinner raised $35,000—seven times the 

original goal—and launched a tradition that 

has continued every year since. Hislop herself 

has attended every Scholarship Dinner in the 

decades that followed, witnessing firsthand 

how the event has grown in scale and impact.

	 Today, Scholarship Dinner stands as the 

university’s largest annual fundraising event, 

bringing together community leaders, alumni, 

students, and supporters who believe in the 

transformative power of higher education. 

Funds raised through the event provide 

scholarships that help students—many of 

whom are the first in their families to attend 

college—pursue degrees and build brighter 

futures for themselves and their communities.

	 “Scholarship Dinner is one of the most 

powerful expressions of community support 

for our students,” said David Wise, senior 

vice president for Advancement. “Every gift 

represents someone saying, ‘We believe in you 

and your future,’ and that belief can be life-

changing for students who might otherwise 

think college is out of reach.”

	 Recent years have seen the event reach new 

heights. In 2025, the dinner set a new record, 

raising $1,297,744, surpassing the previous 

year’s milestone of more than $1.1 million. 

Even during the challenges of the COVID-19 

pandemic, supporters rallied around Heritage 

students, helping the event reach record-

breaking totals through innovative virtual 

gatherings and expanded participation.

	 For Wise, the anniversary is as much about 

the community behind the event as it is about 

the dollars raised.

	 “Forty years of Scholarship Dinner is really 

forty years of community members stepping 

forward to invest in the potential of our 

students,” he said. “The generosity shown 

year after year is extraordinary and has helped 

thousands of students achieve dreams that 

once felt impossible.”

	 The heart of Scholarship Dinner has 

remained the same since that first evening: the 

belief that when a community comes together 

to invest in students, lives are transformed.

	 Over the decades, donors, volunteers, and 

friends of Heritage University have proven that 

belief true—one paddle raise, one scholarship, 

and one student success story at a time.

A LEGACY OF 
GENEROSITY

Scholarship Dinner 
Marks Its 40th 
Anniversary
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97%
Undergraduates 

who receive 
grant and/or 

scholarship aid

84%
Students who 
work at least 

part time

88%
Students who 

attend Heritage 
full-time

75%
FEMALE

72%
HISPANIC

25%
MALE

9%
WHITE

17%
NATIVE 
AMERICAN

2%
TWO OR 
MORE 
RACES

>1%
BLACK OR 
AFRICAN 
AMERICAN

>1%
ASIAN

HERITAGE
NUMBERSBY

THE

81%
Students who 
are the first in 

their families to 
attend college

UNDERGRAD MAJORS
•	 American Indian Studies
•	 Accounting
•	 Biology
•	 Business Administration
•	 Computer Sciences
•	 Criminal Justice 
•	 Education
•	 English
•	 Environmental Science/Studies
•	 History
•	 Mathematics
•	 Nursing
•	 Psychology
•	 Social Work
•	 Visual Arts

GRADUATE MAJORS
•	 Master of Arts in Mental Health 

Counseling
•	 Master of Arts in Multicultural 

English Literature and Language 
•	 Master of Arts in Education in 

Educational Administration
•	 Master in Teaching
•	 Master of Social Work

Heritage offers 37 undergraduate and graduate 
degree programs in areas with promising job growth. 

TOPPENISH CAMPUS
Located on 48 acres in 
Toppenish, Washington on 
the Yakama Reservation

KENNEWICK 
CAMPUS
12,292 square foot office 
and classroom space at 
333 West Canal Drive, 
Kennewick, Washington

REGIONAL SITE
Columbia Basin College 
campus in Pasco, 
Washington

9:1
Average student to 
faculty class size

57
Full-Time
Faculty

OUR FACULTYOUR CAMPUSESENROLLMENT
FALL 2025

801 Undergraduates
167 Graduates
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	 In addition to this infrastructure 

investment, Heritage has also been 

awarded two Clean Energy Grants 

through the Climate Commitment 

Act as part of the Energy Programs 

in Communities (EPIC) administered 

by the Washington State Department 

of Commerce.

	 The first grant—$1,030,000 

for solar and battery storage—will 

fund the installation of solar panels 

on three Heritage buildings, along 

with a new battery storage facility. 

The system will generate renewable 

electricity and allow the university to store energy 

for use during peak demand or outages.

	 The solar panels will be installed on the 

south and west-facing roofs of buildings so as to 

maximize solar efficiency.  

	 The grant also includes $60,000 for student 

internships and community outreach, giving 

students opportunities for hands-on learning in 

renewable energy systems while sharing information 

about solar power and clean energy alternatives 

with the broader community.

	 A second grant will support technical 

assistance services, including a comprehensive 

feasibility study examining energy needs for 

existing campus buildings as well as future 

facilities and infrastructure.

	 Wise said the projects demonstrate how strategic 

partnerships can advance both environmental 

sustainability and student success.

	 “We’re deeply appreciative of the agencies 

and partners who recognize the importance of 

investing in sustainable infrastructure,” Wise said. 

“Their support not only helps Heritage reduce its 

environmental footprint but also strengthens our 

ability to serve students and the Yakima Valley 

community for generations to come.”

	 Moreover, said Wise, the projects will have a 

significant economic impact for the university. The 

solar installation alone is expected to save upwards 

of $70,000 annually on electricity costs, with 

those savings redirected to support students facing 

critical needs such as housing, food, transportation, 

childcare, and medical services.

	 The solar energy system will also increase 

campus resilience by providing backup power 

during outages, allowing designated buildings 

to serve as a stable shelter for members of the 

surrounding community during emergencies.

	 By combining renewable energy initiatives with 

critical infrastructure upgrades—and through the 

partnership of public agencies and philanthropic 

supporters—Heritage continues to move toward 

its goal of becoming a more sustainable campus 

while expanding opportunities for students and the 

Yakima Valley community. 

" We’re deeply appreciative 
of the agencies and 
partners who recognize the 
importance of investing in 
sustainable infrastructure.

POWERED BY 
PARTNERSHIPS

Sustainable projects moving forward 
at Heritage thanks to funding from 
government and private grants.

Support for Heritage University comes from many sources. While generous gifts from alumni, 

individuals, and businesses play an essential role in advancing the university’s mission, grant 

funding from government agencies and charitable foundations is equally important. These 

investments help Heritage pursue major projects that might otherwise be out of reach—such as becoming 

a more environmentally sustainable campus.

	 This spring, Heritage is taking steps toward reaching that goal thanks to the support of several public 

and philanthropic partners who are helping fund major energy and infrastructure improvements on the 

Toppenish campus.

	 Through investments from the Washington 

State Department of Commerce, Yakima 

County, the M.J. Murdock Charitable Trust, 

and state and local leaders, Heritage is 

moving forward with projects designed 

to improve environmental stewardship, 

strengthen campus resilience, and support 

the university’s long-term growth.

	 Among the most significant projects is the 

construction of a new $3.5 million wastewater 

treatment plant on the Toppenish campus. 

Scheduled to break ground this spring, the modern 

facility will improve how wastewater is treated and managed while helping the university responsibly 

steward one of the Yakima Valley’s most valuable natural resources—water.

	 “This project reflects what can happen when public agencies and community partners come together 

around a shared vision,” said David Wise, vice president of advancement at Heritage University. “We’re 

incredibly grateful to the Washington State Department of Commerce, Yakima County, the M.J. Murdock 

Charitable Trust, and the state and local leaders who helped make these investments possible.”

	 The upgraded system will also provide the capacity needed to support future campus expansion. 

Located on the southwest corner of campus, the project is expected to take approximately nine 

months to complete.

Tanks for the new wastewater treatment plant 
are on site, ready for installation this spring.
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I want to make a gift to support students at Heritage.
Name

Address				        City			      St. 	      Zip

Phone	 (     )			   Email

Gift amount     $250   $100   $50   Other $

Please direct my gift to   SCHOLARSHIPS  

			        Other

Payment method    Visa     Mastercard     American Express     Check enclosed

Credit Card #						      Expiration Date

Signature

This gift is   In honor of      In memory of

WINGSSP26

  Mark my gift as anonymous  

Please send me more information on:

 Including Heritage University in my will     Estate planning   Gifts of life insurance      

 Appreciated securities    Giving gifts of stocks

Make your gift online at
heritage.edu/giving

To mail your donation, 
complete this form and send 
it with your contribution to:

Heritage University
Office of Advancement

3240 Fort Road
Toppenish, WA 98948

Or, scan the QR 
code to go to 

the giving page. 

At Heritage University, we are doing everything within our power to ensure that our students can afford 
to attend college and fulfill their educational dreams.

Recent changes to the Washington College Grant program mean that many Heritage students will receive 
less financial support from the state than anticipated. Because these grants have long been a cornerstone 
of college affordability for low-income students, the change creates an unexpected financial gap for many 
of the young people we serve.

In total, Heritage University students now face a shortfall of $1.1 million in the 2026-27 academic year 
in the financial aid they rely upon to continue their education.

Heritage is committed to ensuring that no student has to put their education on hold because of 
circumstances beyond their control. We are reallocating university funds to cover this loss to the degree 
possible, but our students also need your help. Our goal is simple: to replace these lost funds with 
scholarships so that every student attending or planning to attend Heritage can remain on the path to 
graduation.

For many of our students—most of whom are the first in their families to attend college—the dream of 
earning a degree depends on the scholarships and support systems we are able to provide.

That is why your support is so important right now.

Your generosity will help ensure that Heritage students can continue their studies, pursue their dreams, 
and graduate prepared to serve their families, communities, and the region we all care about.

Together, we can ensure that financial barriers do not stand between our students and the futures they are 
working so hard to achieve.

We thank you. Our students thank you.

Essential to Our Students.
Essential to Our Community.


