Heritage University BSN Program Applicant Essay Scoring Rubric
	Criteria
	Excellent (4)
	Satisfactory (3)
	Fair (2)
	Poor (1)

	1. Fit for HU BSN Mission/Outcomes
	Clearly describes core values, background, and future goals; demonstrates strong alignment with HU BSN mission and outcomes
	Describes core values, background, and future goals; shows good alignment with HU BSN mission and outcomes

	Mentions core values, background, and future goals; some alignment with HU BSN mission and outcomes
	Lacks clear description of core values, background, and future goals; poor alignment with HU BSN mission and outcomes

	2. Logical Sequence/Flow
	Essay is well-organized, with a logical sequence and clear flow of ideas.
	Essay is organized, with a mostly logical sequence and flow of ideas.
	Essay has some organization, but sequence and flow of ideas are inconsistent.
	Essay is poorly organized, with little to no logical sequence or flow of ideas.

	3. Interest and Fit for Nursing
	Strongly conveys interest in nursing and fit for the profession; provides compelling reasons and examples.
	Conveys interest in nursing and fit for the profession; provides good reasons and examples.
	Shows some interest in nursing and fit for the profession; provides limited reasons and examples.
	Lacks clear interest in nursing and fit for the profession; provides few or no reasons and examples.

	4. Intellectual Growth, Personal and Professional Goals
	Clearly demonstrates intellectual growth and articulates personal and professional goals; provides specific examples.
	Demonstrates intellectual growth and articulates personal and professional goals; provides some examples.
	Shows some intellectual growth and mentions personal and professional goals; provides few examples.
	Lacks demonstration of intellectual growth and articulation of personal and professional goals; provides no examples.



Scoring Guide
· 16-14 points: Excellent
· 13-10 points: Satisfactory
· < 9 points: Unsatisfactory
